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SCENE ONE 

 

A student flat in Babylon (first century BCE), with three students in residence.   

One is studying, one sleeping, and the third cleaning up.  

 

GASPAR: Typical - leaving it to me to do all the housework yet again! 

 

BALTHASAR (looking up from his books): 

  Are you speaking to me? 

 

GASPAR: I’m speaking to both of you.  Melchior spends all his nights gazing at the 

stars and all his days sleeping, and you do nothing but study.  I’m 

getting fed up with doing all the cooking and cleaning around here, 

with no help from either of you. 

 

BALTHASAR: Well you remember what happened last time Melchior cooked.  We all 

got sick and to settle our stomachs you had to brew up one of those 

ghastly tasting concoctions you are learning to make at medical school.   

 

GASPAR: Granted, we don’t have Melchior do the cooking.  He could at least stay 

awake long enough to do some cleaning.  What about you?  You’re not 

studying astronomy and having to be up all night creating star charts. 

You could do your share of the housework. 

 

BALTHASAR:  No I’m not an apprentice astronomer.  I’m studying theology, and that 

means I have to commit to memory all of the Hebrew Scriptures – all of 

this (holding aloft the Tanach – a bundle of scrolls comprising the Old 

Testament).  I don’t have time for anything else. 

 

GASPAR: Time enough to eat the meals I have prepared though! 

 

MELCHIOR (sleepily): 

 Not this housework thing again!  I can’t see why our fathers don’t give 

us sufficient allowances to enable us to pay for the upkeep of a house 

slave who would cook and clean for us.  It’s not as if we come from 

poor families. 
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GASPAR: Our fathers want us to learn what it is like to be poor, so that we will be 

wise kings when it is our turn to rule our respective countries and have 

to make judgments on behalf of the poor.  It seems to me that I’m the 

only one who has got with the programme. 

 

MELCHIOR (now fully awake): 

 Speaking of governing, I have some exciting news about the birth of a 

prince destined to rule over a mighty kingdom. 

 

BALTHASAR: How come you have court news?  You haven’t been out of the house 

for days. As Gaspar said, night after night you have been staring at the 

stars and day after day sleeping, and there have been no mail deliveries 

recently.   

 

MELCHIOR: That’s the whole point.  The arrival of this prince is being heralded in 

the stars. 

 

GASPAR: How can that be? 

 

MELCHIOR: Well the night sky is full of lights. 

 

GASPAR (sarcastically):  

 As if we are blind and didn’t know that. 

 

MELCHIOR (ignoring Gaspar):  

Some that are brighter than others are called planets, and are known 

by the names of Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn.  On rare 

occasions some of these planets line up to make one very bright light, 

and when that happens, the ancients say, God is heralding the birth of 

a prince who will be a great king. 

 

GASPAR: Well that’s pretty vague.  Chances are that there is a royal family 

somewhere in the world having a baby.  That’s the trouble with 

astrology – so short on specifics that it can apply to almost anybody 

anywhere.  You’d be better occupied studying a real science, like 

medicine. 
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MELCHIOR: On the contrary, the ancients were very specific.  They said that when 

Jupiter, the planet of kings, aligns with Saturn, the planet of the 

protector of Israel, in the constellation of Pisces, the star sign of the 

Jews, then a prince will be born in Judaea who will rule over a great 

kingdom.  And that’s what’s happening not once but three times this 

year.  Multiple conjunctions of Saturn and Jupiter are very rare.1 This is 

very exciting.  If you miss the prince’s star the first time, you have two 

other opportunities to see it. 

 

GASPAR: Sounds a load of codswallop to me. The Romans aren’t likely to allow a 

Jewish prince to threaten their sphere of influence.  Now about sharing 

out the housekeeping duties... 

 

BALTHASAR: Forget about the housework for a moment.  What Melchior is saying is 

very interesting.  It fits with what I’ve been studying.  (He hurriedly 

unrolls one of the scrolls on his desk in search of the required text.)  

It says here: 

 For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the 

throne in Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.” The king proclaims 

the Lord’s decree: “The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son.  Today 

I have become your Father.  Only ask, and I will give you the 

nations as your inheritance, the whole earth as your possession.  

You will break them with an iron rod and smash them like clay 

pots.’” Now then, you kings, act wisely! Be warned, you rulers of 

the earth! Serve the Lord with reverent fear, and rejoice with 

trembling.  Submit to God’s royal son, or he will become angry, 

and you will be destroyed in the midst of all your activities – for 

his anger flares up in an instant.  But what joy for all who take 

refuge in him!2 

                                                           
1
 The actual nature of the “star” of Bethlehem is unknown.  The theory that it was a conjunction (the coming together in 

close proximity) of Saturn and Jupiter in the constellation of Pisces (traditionally associated with the Jews) enables an 
astrological interpretation to be given to the “star”. There was no distinction between astronomy and astrology in ancient 
times, and the term “star” had a much broader meaning than the word does now.  Such a conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter 
occurred three times in 7 BCE (in May, September and December).  The first to put forward this theory was Johannes 
Kepler (1571-1630).  Another theory is the star was a supernova which, according to Chinese records, occurred during 5-4 
BCE (Herod died early in 4 BCE).  However, that doesn’t explain why the wise men thought the star signalled the birth of a 
king specifically in Judaea, and raises the question as to why, apparently, no one in Jerusalem had noticed it (had they done 
so Herod would not have had to enquire from the wise men as to the star’s first appearing). Another theory is that the star 
was a comet.  However, in the ancient world comets were seen as harbingers of bad tidings, so this doesn’t fit well with the 
“role” of the star in the nativity story.  The idea that it was a supernatural light (like the cloud/fire in the Exodus story) begs 
the question of why the wise men didn’t simply follow it straight to Bethlehem.  Why did they stop off at Herod’s palace to 
ask the way?  Another popular theory is that the story of the wise men is purely theological with no historical credibility. 
2
 Psalm 2:6-12 NLT 
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GASPAR: That sounds a bit nasty. 

 

BALTHASAR: Will be very nasty if we are the kings being spoken of, and if the king in 

the prophecy has just been born there’s a good chance we will be 

ruling when he comes into his kingdom.  As crown prince of Arabia my 

territory will border his and be the first he conquers, and Melchior as a 

Persian your realm will be the next to fall after mine, and Gaspar 

remember Alexandra the Great got as far as the Punjab, so even your 

kingdom in north-western India may not be safe. 

 

GASPAR: Well we shall just have to hope that Melchior’s astrological 

interpretation of the movement of the planets is unnecessarily 

alarmist. 

 

MELCHIOR: There is something we could do. 

 

GASPAR: What? 

 

MELCHIOR: We could pay homage to the new born prince, so that when he comes 

into his kingdom we would be able to point out to him that from the 

time of his infancy we have aligned ourselves with him.  That way he 

might look west rather than east should he wish to expand his sphere 

of influence. 

 

BALTHASAR: Your suggestion has merit, but we can’t simply roll up at a royal court 

where we are unknown to pay homage to a new born prince without 

credentials and suitable gifts, and as you have pointed out Melchior we 

are somewhat strapped for cash.   

 

MELCHIOR: I have a way around that. 

 

BALTHASAR: You have? 

 

MELCHIOR: We contact our respective fathers, and tell them our professors have 

recommended that during the university break we undertake a grand 

tour of some other great centres of learning besides Babylon, such as 

Alexandria and Jerusalem.  We will point out to our fathers that we 

need additional funds to pay for this field trip.  We will also say that we 
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require letters of introduction and suitable gifts for the royal 

households we may encounter along the way, to whom we will convey 

our fathers’ greetings.  It probably wouldn’t do any harm to drop some 

hints that the value of their gifts will reflect upon our fathers’ 

reputations.   

 

GASPAR: Sounds dodgy to me?  What if the whole thing is pie in the sky?  

Melchior, what if your “signs in the heavens” is just a natural 

phenomenon with no special significance, and there is no new born 

prince to pay homage to? 

 

MELCHIOR: Well if we don’t delay our departure too long, we should arrive in 

Jerusalem at the time of one of the great festivals they hold there. 

 

BALTHASAR: The Jews know how to party, so it will be worth the trip whether or not 

the household of Herod is celebrating a recent addition to the family. 

 

GASPAR: That sounds more like it.  I could do with an end-of-year party after all 

the study – and housework – I’ve been doing!  Let’s organise couriers to 

carry messages to our fathers. We’ll ask them to send us gold, 

frankincense and myrrh to give to the royal baby, if he exists.  

 

The student princes depart.  

End of scene one. 

 

Transition between scenes: Suggested Song “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”  

by James Montgomery 

 

SCENE TWO 

Nazareth, a small village in Galilee.   

Villagers are chatting to one another when an important official arrives. 

 

OFFICIAL: Attention everyone.  By order of King Herod all land owners are to 

register immediately in a census for the purpose of taxation, to pay the 

tribute required by Rome.  Augustus Caesar has ordered a census be 

taken of all the lands under his jurisdiction, and of all the lands under 

the control of his client kings.  His majesty, our beloved king, Herod son 

of Antipater, is a close friend of Caesar and a loyal subject of Rome.  
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Therefore he has commanded that all owners of land, be they in 

possession of vast estates or only small plots, go to the city or village 

nearest to their land holding to register.  Failure to do so will result in a 

long period of imprisonment.   

 

Official departs. 

 

FIRST PEASANT:  

If Herod is such a great friend of Augustus, why doesn’t he pay the 

tribute from his own purse?  He’s filthy rich. 

 

SECOND PEASANT:  

That jackal is so rich because he has made us so poor. Nevertheless he 

did personally pay for a generous food dole during the last famine.   

 

FIRST PEASANT: 

He would hardly impress his Roman friends as the king of a nation of 

corpses.  I didn’t mind so much him spending our temple tax on 

rebuilding the temple and sprucing up Jerusalem.  At least we the 

people get some benefit from that.  But why did our taxes go towards 

all his other building projects, like all his palaces and fortresses - at 

Jerusalem, Jericho, Machaerus, Masada, Herodium and Caesarea by the 

Sea.  They must have cost us a small fortune – and for what purpose? A 

man can’t live in more than one dwelling. 

 

SECOND PEASANT: 

Herod needs to know that wherever he is he has a safe haven nearby to 

retreat to should we peasants be so foolhardy as to rise up in revolt 

against him.  Never occurred to him, I suppose, that if he and his 

taxmen didn’t exploit us we would have no cause to rebel against him. 

 

FIRST PEASANT: 

Humph. Tell me, how are we to live, now that Augustus in Rome wants 

to take the little we have left after funding all the extravagances of his 

most loyal servant Herod-the-so-called-Great? 

 

SECOND PEASANT: 

  Even more frugally than we do now!  
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Joachim and his son-in-law Joseph enters. 

FIRST PEASANT: 

  Joachim, my friend, and Joseph, have you heard the bad news? 

 

JOACHIM: What bad news is that? 

 

SECOND PEASANT: 

Herod has commanded that all landowners register for a tax to pay 

tribute to Augustus.  Even if you own just a tiny plot of land you have to 

register, in the village nearest to the land. 

 

JOSEPH: How very inconvenient. 

 

FIRST PEASANT: 

Young man, taxation is never convenient – at least not for we who have 

to pay. 

 

JOSEPH: I’m not talking about the tax.  It’s the travel that’s inconvenient, 

especially with Mary so late in her pregnancy. 

 

JOACHIM: What do you mean by “travel”? 

 

JOSEPH: I and my brothers own some land near Bethlehem.  I’ll have to go there 

to register in the census. Mary will have to accompany me, for if I go 

alone I may not get back in time for the birth, and that would only add 

to the gossip about Mary and her baby that is already circulating. 

 

JOACHIM: Bethlehem is only about ten kilometres from here.  It shouldn’t take a 

young fellow like you too long to walk there and back.  You could do it 

in a day.  Mary hardly needs to go with you. 

 

JOSEPH: No, not Bethlehem in Galilee, but Bethlehem in Judaea.  We have land 

near there that has been in our family for generations.  Some say that it 

was originally owned by Jesse the father of the great king David, and 

that we belong to that noble family. 
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JOACHIM: Ah, that is a problem.  You will need to borrow my donkey, as Mary 

cannot possibly walk that long distance.  I’ll have my dear wife Hannah 

prepare the provisions you will need for the journey.  If you leave 

tomorrow you will be able to join the pilgrims going to the festival.  You 

will have companionship and protection among them as far as 

Jerusalem.  The rest of the way you and Mary will be on your own. 

  

Joachim and Joseph leave, followed by the villagers. 

End of Scene Two  

 

Transition between scenes: Suggested Song  

“When God almighty came to be one of us”  

by Michael Hewlett 

 

SCENE THREE 

The village of Bethlehem. 

Joseph and Mary enter and approach some villagers who are chatting. 

 

JOSEPH: Excuse me, could you tell me where I and my wife can find 

accommodation for a few days. 

 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 My friend, Bethlehem is overflowing with people, with pilgrims 

stopping over on their way to Jerusalem for the festivities3 and folk 

returning home for the census.  I very much fear that you will find 

nowhere to stay. 

 

JOSEPH: That is very troubling, as my wife is close to her time for delivering a 

child and cannot spend another night in the open.  We have come from 

Galilee for the census. 

 

SECOND VILLAGER: 

 Then you will have family here that should be able to take you in. 

 

                                                           
3
 A traditional mid-winter date for the nativity coincides with the festival of Hanukah. A less traditional but possibly more 

accurate date in autumn, when taxes were paid and shepherds were still out in the fields at night, would coincide with the 
festival of Sukkoth.  Either way the likely reason for Bethlehem to be crowded was its role as a satellite town for Jerusalem 
during festival times, rather than an influx of people with connections to the town who had to register in the census. 
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JOSEPH: I and most of my brothers moved away years ago as we couldn’t grow 

enough grain on the family land to support us all.  One brother stayed, 

but I don’t know where in the village he lives. 

 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 What is the name of your brother? 

 

JOSEPH: Clopas.  

 

SECOND VILLAGER: 

 You are unlikely to find accommodation with him.  Clopas and his wife 

Miriam are the most hospitable people in the village. You can be sure 

that every room in their little house will already be full of weary 

travellers. 
 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 Nevertheless they may be able to squeeze two more in.  (Turning to 

Joseph and Mary) You rest awhile and I’ll go tell Clopas you are here.   
 

The villager leaves, and returns a little later with Clopas and Miriam. 
 

CLOPAS: Joseph, my dear brother, how good to see you.  Herod does nothing for 

the good of his people, but at least he is reuniting families through this 

census. (The brothers embrace.) 

 

MIRIAM: Joseph, you must introduce us to our sister-in-law. 
 

JOSEPH: This is Mary. 
 

MIRIAM: It is lovely to meet you Mary.  Unfortunately there is no spare space left 

in our guest room, but under our house is a cave which we use as a 

stable.  We don’t have many animals – just some sheep and goats for 

milk and some chickens.  I’ll sweep it clean for you, and we’ll make up a 

comfy bed on fresh smelling straw.  You’ll be really cosy, and it is quiet 

and private there.   
 

They all depart. 

End of Scene Three 

Transition between scenes: Suggested Song  

“O little town of Bethlehem” by Phillips Brooks 
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SCENE FOUR:  

The hill country of Judaea, between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

A group of shepherds are keeping watch over their sheep. 

 

FIRST SHEPHERD: 

  How bright the stars appear tonight. 

 

SECOND SHEPHERD: 

And how still everything is!  It’s as if the world is quietly waiting for 

something momentous to happen. 

 

THIRD SHEPHERD: 

  What’s causing that glow over there? 

 

SECOND SHEPHERD: 

  What glow, where? 

 

THIRD SHEPHERD: 

That light in the sky near Bethlehem.  It’s growing brighter and it 

appears to be moving towards us. 

 

The shepherds are suddenly engulfed in light.  They are forced to shield their eyes 

from its brightness. They cry out in fear when an angel appears among them. 

 

ANGEL: Do not be afraid.  I have come to bring you good news that will bring 

great joy to all people.  This day in Bethlehem, the city of David, the 

Lord’s Anointed, the Saviour of the World, has been born.  You should 

look for a baby wrapped warmly in woollen cloths and sleeping soundly 

in a manger. 

 

Other angels enter. 

 

ALL THE ANGELS (in unison) 

 Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to all with whom 

God is pleased. 

 

The angels depart. 



11 
 

FIRST SHEPHERD: 

 What an amazing experience! 

 

SECOND SHEPHERD: 

 Let’s go at once to Bethlehem to see this baby whom the Lord has told 

us about? 

 

THIRD SHEPHERD: 

 Right now? Tonight? What about our sheep?  We can’t leave them here 

unprotected.  There could be predators on the prowl. 

 

SECOND SHEPHERD: 

We’ll take them with us.  If we call them they will follow us even at 

night.  In any case it is better we go into Bethlehem under cover of 

darkness than in the daytime, when the villagers are likely to drive us 

and our sheep away, because they fear our animals will eat their 

cabbages. 

 

FIRST SHEPHERD: 

Right then, let’s get going.  (To his sheep) Up you get girls, no sleep for 

you or us this extraordinary night. 

 

The shepherds leave with their sheep. 

End of scene four. 

 

Transition between scenes: Suggested Song  

“While shepherds watched their flocks by night” by Nahum Tate 

 

SCENE FIVE: 

The shepherds with their sheep arrive in Bethlehem,  

where they encounter a villager with a lamp doing a security check. 

 

FIRST VILLAGER:  

 What are you shepherds doing here?  You know you aren’t welcome in 

this village. 
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FIRST SHEPHERD: 

 You don’t need to worry about your gardens.  Our sheep won’t go near 

them.  Once we have paid homage to the new born Messiah we will be 

on our way.  We’re not hanging around. 

 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 What on earth are you talking about? 

 

SECOND SHEPHERD: 

 While we were in the fields keeping watch over our sheep an angel 

came among us and told us that this day in Bethlehem a saviour has 

been born, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  We have come to see the 

child and to pay our respects.  Do you know where we might find him? 

 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 None of the local women are about to give birth; but a young woman 

arrived recently who was clearly in the last stages of pregnancy.  You’ll 

find her and her husband in the stable under the house belonging to 

Clopas, at the end of the street. 

 

THIRD SHEPHERD: 

 That fits.  The angel said we would find the child in a manger.  Thanks 

for the directions.   

 

The shepherds and their sheep depart. 

 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 Angels announcing to shepherds the birth of the Messiah!  I can’t wait 

to tell my wife about this – and my neighbours.   

 

The villager departs. 

 

End of Scene Five 

Transition between scenes: Suggested Song  

“Angels, from the realms of glory” 

by James Montgomery 
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SCENE SIX: 

The throne room of Herod’s palace in Jerusalem. 

The king is seated on his throne.  A courtier enters and bows to Herod 

 

COURTIER: Sire, three princes from eastern kingdoms have arrived in Jerusalem, 

and are asking for an audience with Your Majesty. 

 

HEROD: What do they want with me? 

 

COURTIER: They want to pay homage to your son. 

 

HEROD: Which one? 

 

COURTIER: I don’t know Your Majesty.  They say they have come to see the 

newborn king of the Jews.  They observed his star when it arose, and 

have come to worship him. 

 

HEROD: I have no recently born son. 

 

COURTIER: That I know, Your Majesty.  What am I to say to the dignitaries from the 

east? 

 

HEROD (after a period in thought):  

First, you are to tell these eastern princes that I cannot give them an 

audience right now, but if they come back later, following this 

afternoon’s sacrifice, I will be free to meet with them.  Then you are to 

summon to the palace immediately the chief priests and the chief 

scribes. Tell them to bring the scrolls of the holy prophets with them, 

and tell them the matter is urgent. 

 

COURTIER: At once, Your Majesty! 

 

The courtier departs. 

 

HEROD: My people hate me, Simon the high priest and the rest of the 

Sadducees despise me, the Pharisees openly preach against me, and 

my court is full of conspirators who would remove me from my throne 

if they could.  I cannot afford to allow rumours to start circulating 
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about a child born to be the Messiah.  I must locate this infant and 

quickly eliminate him. 

 

The courtier returns puffing with the high priest and a chief scribe, carrying a scroll. 

 

HIGH PRIEST: What troubles you, Your Majesty, that you should so urgently summon 

us?   

 

HEROD: Simon son of Boethus, I need to know from you what the holy books 

say about the Messiah; in particular I need to know where he is to be 

born.   

 

HIGH PRIEST: The Messiah is to come from Bethlehem in Judaea, Your Majesty.  My 

learned friend here will read the relevant passage to you from the 

writings of the prophet Micah. 

 

SCRIBE (unrolling the scroll): 

 The prophet writes: 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among 

all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, 

one whose origins are from the distant past.  The people of 

Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the woman in 

labour gives birth.  Then at last his fellow countrymen will return 

from exile to their own land.  And he will stand to lead his flock 

with the LORD’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the 

LORD his God.  Then his people will live there undisturbed, for 

he will be highly honoured around the world.  And he will be the 

source of peace.4 

 

HEROD: You have been most helpful.  Leave the scroll with me.  I will have it 

returned to you tomorrow.  I am expecting guests, royalty from the 

east, who have been making enquiries about the birth of the Messiah.  

They will be interested in this prophecy. 

 

SCRIBE: As you wish, Your Majesty.   

 

                                                           
4
 Micah 5:2-5 NLT 



15 
 

The scribe and the high priest bow to the king and depart with the courtier.  

Herod studies the scroll. A little later the courtier returns. 

 

COURTIER: The princes from the east are here to see you at the time you 

appointed, Your Majesty. 

 

HEROD: I am ready for them.  Bid them enter. 

 

COURTIER: At once, Your Majesty. 

 

The courtier departs.  The three princes enter, no longer dressed as poor students  

but resplendent in their royal robes. They bow before Herod. 

 

HEROD: Greetings.  Who are you and where are you from? 

 

BALTHASAR: We are princes of kingdoms to the east of yours, Your Majesty.  We 

bring greetings from our fathers, the kings of Arabia... 

 

MELCHIOR: of Parthia... 

 

GASPAR: and of India. 

 

MELCHIOR: We observed in the western sky from Babylon the sign of the birth of a 

mighty king.  We have come to your court to pay homage to the 

newborn prince of the house of Herod, whose great destiny is being 

proclaimed in the heavens. 

 

HEROD: This prince of whom you speak is not of my household.  None of my 

wives have given birth recently, nor have any of my daughters-in-law.  

When did the sign of his birth first appear? 

 

MELCHIOR: The first time some months ago, You Majesty, and again just before we 

left Babylon.  The star charts suggest that the conjunction of the 

planets of Jupiter and Saturn will occur again this very night, and from 

here will appear to be directly over the township of Bethlehem. 

 

HEROD: How very interesting.  Our ancient prophets spoke of a descendant of 

David who would be the Lord’s Anointed.  According to Micah he is to 
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be born in Bethlehem.  Go search out the child, and when you have 

found him, return here to my court with news of his location, so that I 

and my sons can also pay homage to the Son of God. Report back to me 

in a day or two, and I will ensure that you are well rewarded for your 

efforts.  

 

GASPAR: We will do as you command, Your Majesty. 

 

HEROD: Good.  I will have my servant show you out. 

 

Herod departs. The princes wait for the courtier to arrive  

to escort them out of the palace. 

 

MELCHIOR: I think it would be better if we did not do what His Majesty has just 

commanded us.  I don’t trust that man. 

 

BALTHASAR: I’m glad the newborn king isn’t his son.  I’ve heard that Augustus 

Caesar once observed that he would rather be Herod’s swine than his 

son. 

 

GASPAR: The Jews don’t keep pigs just like we Indians don’t farm cattle.  As 

Herod won’t have any pigs, Augustus could hardly be Herod’s hog.  

 

BALTHASAR: And he won’t have any sons either if he doesn’t stop killing them.  So 

far he has executed three sons and two wives! 

 

GASPAR: How is it that you are so well informed about King Herod of Judaea?  

Before this trip to Jerusalem I’d barely heard of him. 

 

BALTHASAR:  Unfortunately we are related.  His mother was an Arabian princess. 

 

MELCHIOR: Balthasar, you are the theologian among us.  How come you didn’t 

know about the prophecy that the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem?  If we had known that we could have avoided Herod. 

 

BALTHASAR: I’m only a theological student.  In my studies I haven’t yet got as far as 

the Minor Prophets!  But there is a passage in Isaiah which should have 
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alerted me that no son of Herod would fit the bill.  From memory it 

says something like this: 

  For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  

  The government will rest on his shoulders. 

  And he will be called: Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,  

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

  His government and its peace will never end. 

  He will rule with fairness and justice  

from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity.5 

 

GASPAR: We seek no ordinary king then. 

 

The courtier enters, somewhat flustered. 

 

COURTIER: Sorry to keep you waiting.  His Majesty is in a murderous mood, and it 

took us servants some time to meet all his demands.  Please follow me.  

The exit is this way. 

 

They all leave. 

End of Scene Six 

   

Transition between scenes: Suggested Song  

“And did you see him, little star,” by Helen Clyde 

 

SCENE SEVEN 

 

The stable under Clopas’ house. 

Clopas, Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus present,  

along with some sheep, goats, a donkey and some chickens. 

 

CLOPAS: Well I must say that life has not been dull since you two took up 

residence in my stable, nor has this cave been so spotlessly clean and 

tidy.  My dear Miriam has seen to that among all the comings and 

goings.  First the blessed arrival of a new member of our family, and 

then shepherds visiting in the dead of night with tales of angels 

appearing to them, and friends and neighbours coming by to see the 

                                                           
5
 Isaiah 9:6-7 NLT 
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newborn boy everyone is talking about - all this as well as the 

excitement of all our relatives coming home because of the census.   I 

wonder what will happen next. 

 

Miriam hurries in somewhat flustered. 

 

MIRIAM: Brother Joseph and sister Mary, there are three very important looking 

gentlemen outside wanting to pay homage to the baby.   

 

CLOPAS: My dear wife, bring them in. 

 

MIRIAM: Clopas, my esteemed husband, our sister Mary has had so many 

visitors since the birth of her baby that she must be getting very weary 

by now.  I just wanted to check that she was up to seeing yet more 

people, whom folk from the village have brought to our door. 

 

MARY: I feel fine Miriam, and the baby is asleep, so please bring in these “very 

important looking gentlemen”. 

 

MIRIAM: As you wish, my dear. 

 

Miriam departs, and returns with the three princes followed by the two nosy villagers.  

The princes kneel before Mary and her baby. 

 

BALTHASAR: Greetings blessed lady.  We are princes from kingdoms to the east of 

here, and bring you greetings from our fathers, the kings of Arabia... 

 

MELCHIOR: Parthia... 

 

GASPAR: and India. 

 

BALTHASAR: We have come to pay homage to your son, who is destined to be a king 

upon whom will rest “the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision based on 

hearsay.  He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the 

exploited.  The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath 

from his mouth will destroy the wicked.  He will wear righteousness like 
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a belt and truth like an undergarment.”6   For one such as this we bring 

gifts from our homelands. 

 

GASPAR: Gold from India... 

 

MELCHIOR: frankincense from Persia... 

 

BALTHASAR: and myrrh from Arabia. 

 

Each prince lays his gift down at the feet of Mary. 

 

JOSEPH: On behalf of my wife and our son Jesus, I thank you for your 

extraordinary generosity. 

 

GASPAR: We are honoured to share some of our wealth with the King of kings. 
 

MELCHIOR: We regret we cannot stay longer, but we must leave Judaea before 

Herod realises that we don’t intend to reveal to him the whereabouts 

of the baby, and he sends out troops to look for us. 

 

BATHASAR: And you too must leave here immediately.  You are far too close to 

Jerusalem.  Herod will not tolerate so near a presence of a crown 

prince from a rival royal family.  You must flee before he harms the 

child.   
 

JOSEPH: The young nobleman speaks wisdom.  A man who murders his own 

sons will not hesitate to murder another man’s son.  But where should 

we go to keep the baby safe? 

 

BALTHASAR: Not east into Arabia.  Herod has too many family connections there. 

 

MELCHIOR: Perhaps you could go south into Egypt.  There are said to be about two 

hundred thousand Jews in Alexandria.  Surely among such a large 

multitude you will find fellow Jews willing to hide you from Herod’s 

spies. 

 

JOSEPH: We will leave this day. 

 
                                                           
6
 Isaiah 11:2-4 NLT 
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MIRIAM: In that case I’ll prepare what you’ll need for your journey – food for you 

and warm wrappings for the baby.  Fancy being visited by royalty and 

us having a “prince” in the family! 

 

Miriam departs, and the princes leave. 

 

FIRST VILLAGER: 

 Who would believe such a thing should happen in our sleepy little 

village! 

 

SECOND VILLAGER: 

 From now on Bethlehem will be forever famous. So will you dear lady. 

 

MARY: Oh, how my soul praises the Lord.  How my spirit rejoices in God my 

Saviour!  For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,   

and from now on all generations will called me blessed. 

For the mighty one is holy, and he has done great things for me. 

He shows mercy from generation to generation to all who fear him. 

His mighty arm has done tremendous things!  

He has scattered the proud and haughty ones. 

He has brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the  

humble. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich  

away with empty hands. He has helped his servant Israel and  

remembered to be merciful. For he made this promise to our  

ancestors, to Abraham and his children forever.7 

 

EVERYONE (in unison) 

 Amen. 
 

Miriam returns with a basket of food and blankets.  They all leave the cave. 
 

Suggested Song to conclude: “I am the light of the world” by Jim Strathdee 

 

THE END. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
7
 Luke 1:46-55 NLT 
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ALTERNATIVE ENDING  
(to replace scenes 6 and 7 for those not wanting to include the “wise” students in their production) 

 

Transition between scenes 

Suggested song: Silent Night by Joseph Mohr, tr. John Young 

 

The stable under Clopas’ house. Some small domestic animals present. 

 Joseph, Mary and baby appear asleep. 

Miriam enters carrying a lamp. 

 

MIRIAM: (in a stage whisper) Are you awake? 

 

JOSEPH:  (also whispering) I am Miriam; what’s the matter? 

 

MIRIAM: I’m really sorry to disturb you like this, but there are some disreputable 

types at our door demanding to see the baby. 

 

JOSEPH: It’s far too late for visitors Miriam.  Mary’s exhausted and the baby’s 

asleep.  Have Clopas send them away. 

 

MIRIAM: That’s what Clopas is trying to do Joseph.  He told them to come back 

tomorrow and maybe they could see the baby then. 

 

JOSEPH: That seems reasonable. 

 

MIRIAM: They said they couldn’t come back tomorrow.  Once news got out that 

they were in Bethlehem they’d be chased from the village.  

 

JOSEPH: I know Bethlehem is very over-crowded with pilgrims and tax officials, 

but even so, surely the villagers wouldn’t chase anyone out of town. 

 

MIRIAM: Not normally, of course, but these strangers are shepherds, and what’s 

more they’ve got their sheep with them!   

 

MARY: (rousing from sleep).  Miriam, Joseph, what are you two whispering 

about? 
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MIRIAM: I’m really sorry to disturb you my dear.  There are some shepherds 

outside who want to see your baby.  They say God sent them. 

 

MARY:  God sent them? 

 

MIRIAM: Well an angel actually.  They say they were keeping watch over their 

sheep in the fields between here and Jerusalem, when an angel 

appeared to them, and said that today here in Bethlehem, the city of 

David, the Lord’s Anointed has been born, one destined to be the 

Saviour and Lord of his people. They’ve come to see the new born king. 

 

MARY: Then you had better bring them in to see the baby. 

 

MIRIAM  

& JOSEPH:  Mary! It’s the middle of the night! 

 

MARY: Well in my experience angels don’t seem to be overly concerned about 

the impact of the messages they bring, nor whether the timing of them 

is convenient.  If these shepherds have been sent by God’s angels to 

see Jesus then we had better not keep them waiting. 

 

MIRIAM: Very well, I’ll go tell Clopas to bring the shepherds in to see the baby. 

 

Miriam departs, and a little later returns with Clopas and the Shepherds.  

All are carrying lamps. The shepherds kneel before the sleeping baby in the manger. 

  

FIRST SHEPHERD: 

We have come to pay homage to the one born to be king. 

 

SECOND SHEPHERD: 

 We were in the fields keeping watch over our sheep when an angel 

appeared and told us that we would find the Messiah wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a feeding trough. 

 

THIRD SHEPHERD: 

Then other angels appeared, singing praises to God and proclaiming 

peace to those with whom God is pleased. 
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FIRST SHEPHERD: 

When they departed, we said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem to see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

revealed to us.”   

SECOND SHEPHERD: 
When we got here, a villager told us where we might find the baby. 
Thank you for letting us see him. 

 
MARY: It is good that God should proclaim the birth of the Saviour to 

shepherds, for Jesus my son shall be the shepherd of God’s flock, a 
prince among our people.  God has promised to make a covenant of 
peace with us.  When he has broken the chains of our bondage and 
rescued us from those who enslave us, then we will truly know that he 
is the LORD.  We will never again experience famine, nor suffer the 
insults of foreign nations. They will know that the people of Israel 
belong to the Sovereign LORD, for he has said to us, “You are my flock, 
the sheep of my pasture.  You are my people, and I am your God.”* 

 
THIRD SHEPHERD:  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord – the King of Israel. 
 

EVERYONE (in unison):  
Amen. 

 
The Shepherds, Clopas and Miriam leave.  

 
Suggested song to conclude:  

“Joy to the World,” by Isaac Watts 
 

THE END 
 
 
*based on Ezekiel 34:23ff 

 

Note from author:    My intention was to create a nativity play, primarily for teenagers and young adults 

(rather than children) to perform during Advent, that retells the birth stories in Matthew and Luke in such a 

way that scenes can be omitted (perhaps because a congregation has insufficient actors available) without 

having too much impact.  For example it is possible to tell only the Matthew story (during Epiphany perhaps) 

or only the Luke story.  To make the latter possible there is an alternative ending to the play.   


