
A Collection of Prayers & Blessings for the Advent/Christmas Season 

 

 

 

Advent Blessing 

 

May ... 

the spirit of Christmas which is Peace ... 

the gladness of Christmas which is Hope ... 

the adoration of Christmas which is Joy ... 

and the heart of Christmas which is Love ... 

be yours now and tomorrow. 

 

********** 

 

Christmas Poems 

 

The Joy You Give - by John Greenleaf Whittier 

 

“Somehow, not only for Christmas 

But all the long year through, 

The joy that you give to others 

Is the joy that comes back to you. 

And the more you spend in blessing 

The poor and lonely and sad, 

The more of your heart’s possessing 

Returns to you glad.” 

 

 

The Presence of Christmas - by William Arthur Ward 

 

“Christmas is not just a season, 

Christmas is not just a day, 

Christmas is more than a reason 

For parties, presents and play. 

 

Christmas is truly the essence 

Of joy that the Saviour brings; 

Christmas is surely the presence 

Of Jesus, the Kings of Kings! 

 

********** 

  



Lighting the Advent candles: 
 

First Week  
O Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, 

desire of every nation, 

Saviour of all peoples, 

come and dwell among us. 

 
Second Week  
O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, 

only joy of every heart, 

come and save your people. 

 
Third Week 
O Key of David, Jesus Christ, 

the gates of heaven open at your command, 

come and show us the way to salvation. 

 
Fourth Week  
O Wisdom, holy Word of God, Jesus Christ, 

all things are in your hands, 

come and show us the way to salvation. 

 

From  www.cptryon.org./prayer/adx/adwreath.html 

 

********** 

 

Prayer for Advent 

 

Father, all powerful and ever-living God,  

we do well always and everywhere  

to give you thanks  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

When he humbled himself to come among us,  

he fulfilled the plan you formed long ago  

and opened for us the way to salvation.  

 

Now we watch for the day,  

hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours  

when Christ will come again in his glory.  

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven  

we proclaim your glory  

and join in their unending hymn of praise:  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

http://www.cptryon.org./prayer/adx/adwreath.html


Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

From  http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/firstweek.html  

 

********** 

 

NZ Anglican Advent Liturgy 
 

Holy God, 

your prophets call us to look forward to the dawn of a new day; 

may we who witness the promised springtime 

prepare the way for the coming Sun of Justice, Jesus your Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dancing God, 

you exult over us with joy; 

as we celebrate what has past 

renew us by your love 

that we may face the future with hope and joy; 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Intimate God, 

we yearn for the light of your coming 

and the warmth of your embrace; 

focus our hearts on the truly important 

and keep us centred on that still point, Jesus our Emmanuel, 

who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
As we await our coming Saviour, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

********** 

 

http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/firstweek.html


Blessing 

 

During Advent we recall how 

the God of Love  

came into the world as a gift of love. 

We remember that God is faithful 

- may His gospel fill you with hope. 

We remember that God is merciful 

- may His compassion fill you with peace. 

We remember that God is bountiful 

- may his grace fill you with joy. 

The overflowing blessings of God  

- Father, Son and Holy Spirit – 

be poured out upon you,  

and upon your family and friends, 

during this the season of great joy,  

and throughout the year to come. 

Amen 

By Joy Kingsbury-Aitken 
 

********** 
 

1 Corinthians 13 – a Christmas Version (anonymous) 
 

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, 

but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator. 
 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals 

and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my family, 

I’m just another cook. 
 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that I have to charity, but 

do not show love to my family, it profits me nothing. 
 

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of 

holiday parties and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the 

point. 

 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child.  Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband.  

Love is kind, though harried and tired.  Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has 

coordinated Christmas china and table linens. 

 

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are there to be in the 

way.  Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to 

those who can’t. 

 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never 

fails.  Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving the 

gift of love will endure. 

 

From  http://www.appleseeds.org/christmas-quotes.htm  

http://www.appleseeds.org/christmas-quotes.htm


Useful link 

 

http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm 

http://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm

