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Over recent years, I have made good use of the four Ralph Milton Bible Paraphrases, which 

have appeared between 1996 and 2009, starting with the Family Story Bible, then followed by 

three Lectionary books, covering the readings from Matthew (Year A), Mark (Year B) and 

Luke (Year C).  Readings from John are included as appropriate. The author usually chooses 

two readings for each Sunday. 

 

What began as a desire to make the text more interesting and relevant to a younger 

generation, has found a place in adult worship as well. 

 

Milton includes in his retellings both younger and older people, so that the passages speak to 

all ages. 

 

The theological framework is progressive, as the illustrations given below will show. 

 

I have turned a number of passages into dramatic or play readings, for several voices, young 

and old.  There have been very positive responses from the congregation in response to use of 

the Milton texts, rewritten as dramas, used for the scriptural readings in worship. 

 

Copyright!  I always credit the readings to their source.  It is my hope that other churches will 

purchase and make use of this creative retelling of scripture.  Epworth Books can give further 

information on costs and how to purchase. 

 

Three illustrations: 

ONE:  For the parable of the Last Judgement (Matthew 25: 31 to 40), Milton gives the title 

‘Being Kind to God’ and leaves out the ‘goats’ going to hell, verses 41 to 46! 

 

TWO:  For the Letter brought to the church at Ephesus (Chapter 6), and its use of imagery 

from the battlefield, Milton substitutes a belt ‘that holds your clothes up,’ a ‘nice warm 

jacket,’ a ‘good thick cap,’ ‘strong sandals,’ with the addition of one further item from 

Priscilla (daughter at the house church) of ‘a walking stick.’  (‘You can use it to point to 

Jesus and all the things he said and did.’) 

 

THREE:  For the parable of the Talents (Matthew 25), the title is ‘An Upside Down Story.’  

The children find the rough treatment given to the third servant hard to take.  When Jesus 

asks the children what they thought, Andrew said: ‘I didn’t like your story.  The third servant 

did the right thing.  It isn’t fair that rich people keep getting more money, and the poor people 

keep getting poorer.’  Jesus has the last words:  ‘I didn’t like it either …  I told you a story 

about the way things are.  The poor people who try to do the right thing, and try to live in 

God’s way, often become even poorer.  The rich people, who already have far more than they 

need, often take things away from the poor.  So my story is about the way things are.’ 

 

If anyone wishes to sample a passage in full, contact me, and I will email it to you. 

 

John Thornley, Palmerston North.  Email: johngill@inspire.net.nz 


