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1. It is appropriate that an initial interview be held with the candidate to clarify their 
sense of calling and the additional training that they may require before being 
considered for accreditation. 
 
 
 

2. We would suggest that lay preachers should ideally have undertaken training in the 
following areas: 

 Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) 

 New Testament 

 Theology 

 Worship and Preaching  (See list below of places where training can be accessed). 
 
 
 

3. The Methodist Church requires an understanding of the denominational position on 
Treaty partnership, bicultural relationships, and multicultural relationships. 
 
Other denominations do not necessarily have these requirements.  
 
 
 

4. While a person is in training as a lay preacher, it may be appropriate to provide a 
mentor to support the person in the preparation of services.  At such time as it is 
considered that the trainee is ready for accreditation, the denomination may 
organise a service of evaluation. (A suggested evaluation schedule is available.) The 
parish would then seek approval from the appropriate regional governing body of 
the church to seek accreditation from NZLPA for the lay preacher.  
 
 
 

5. If a person has been conducting or taking a significant leadership role in worship 
services over a period of five or more years and the parish are able to provide 
evidence to the governing body of the denominational church that this person is 
competent in this role, then recommendation can be made that this person be 
accredited as a Lay Preacher by the New Zealand Lay Preacher’s Association. 
 
 
 

It should be noted that in all instances this is finally a decision of the denominational 
churches.  NZLPA simply provides an interdenominational register of lay preachers who 
can be counted on to be able to fill this role competently, and endeavours to provide 
support to individuals and churches in the accreditation process. 



Training in these areas is available through 

 

 Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) 

o the Catholic Course SC101 Introduction to the Old Testament currently 
taught by Dr Kathleen Rushton SM who formerly taught EIDTS courses 

o University of Otago BIBS 112 Interpreting the Old Testament 

o Laidlaw College 120.515 Old Testament: Introduction 

o Carey Baptist College MB531 Reading and Interpreting the Old Testament 

o EIDTS HS101 Introduction to Hebrew Scriptures 
 
 

 New Testament 

o The Catholic course SC102 Introduction to the New Testament also taught by 
Kathleen Rushton 

o University of Otago BIBS 121 Interpreting the New Testament 

o Laidlaw College 140.515 New Testament: Introduction 

o Carey Baptist College MB532 Reading and Interpreting the New Testament 

o EIDTS NT101 Introduction to New Testament 
 
 

 Theology 

o University of Otago  CHTH111 Doing Theology 

o Laidlaw College 115.515 Biblical Theology; 201.515 Theology: Introduction 

o Carey Baptist College MB521 Thinking Theologically 

o EIDTS TS101 Introduction to Theology 
 
 

 Worship and Preaching 

o The Methodist or Trinity College Lead Worship 1 and 2 courses 

o EIDTS MM205 Homiletics 

o The NZLPA would endeavour to link a potential lay preacher with an 
experienced mentor who would assist the candidate through to evaluation of 
a complete service.  The evaluation is carried out by four people, two 
representing and chosen by the parish and two representing NZLPA.  (A 
suggested evaluation schedule is available.) 

 
 

NB - EIDTS Courses are no longer available although some lay preachers in training do have 
relevant EIDTS papers.  Also, the EIDTS Lay Preachers Certificate included papers in all four 
areas and critiqued sermons. 


