
Celebrating Bible Month 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Kia ora tatou!  Kia ora! 
God be with you!   And also with you! 
Gather to ponder the wisdom of the Scriptures; 
Draw near to share God’s strength and power. 
We come to meet with God, to sing God’s praise, 
to hear God’s word, and to engage with God’s will. 
Let us worship God. 
 
WOV: 333 Lord your word abiding  
 
PRAYER 
God of all the ages, 
We ask to be aware of your presence with us here today, 
as you have been with our forebears throughout countless generations. 
Remind us of the stream of history in which we stand, 
made up of faithful  people of every age, who have struggled to bring meaning, 
and purpose, and renewed faith from the stress and challenges of their lives, 
certain only of their relationship with you and of the faith that drove them on. 
In the pages of Holy Scripture we read the stories of their attempts 
to live in faithful commitment to the covenant you had made with them, 
and we learn of their failures and their successes. 
We too live in a time of testing, as did all who came before us, 
yet the faith was passed to us. 
Forgive us for our forgetting, our turning aside from faith, our despair, 
Help us keep faith alive when we become discouraged. 
Call us to join the eternal parade of those of those who have kept the faith  
and have lived triumphantly, that we too may be faithful witnesses 
to those who follow us.     
Cheered by your love in Christ’s name we continue with confidence.  Amen 
 

FAMILY TIME: Reflecting on a display of different Bibles 

 
  ‘Can a Bible help fill an empty stomach, care for the sick or build healthy communities? 

Yes, when people are serious about living from the Bible they live Jesus-like lives and 
commit to making a better world.’ In 1743 such was the effect of the Methodist Movement 
in promoting inner and social holiness that the jails of Cornwall were empty. 

 
REMINDER: This is the month of the Bible Society’s annual appeal 
 
BIBLE PRAYER 
We give thanks that your Holy Bible has always been accessible to us.   
We have been able to engage with your Holy Word throughout our entire lives.  
Your scriptures are part of the fabric of our lives.  
The words of the Bible have shaped who we are and how we live. 
We acknowledge this privilege with deep gratitude.   
 
We offer thanks for those who made your word available to ordinary people:   

for translators, publishers and printers… 
for scholars and missionaries…   
for those who made the holy stories live for us – parents, teachers, preachers…  



We give thanks to those who have devoted their lives to the study of your word – priests, 
presbyters, saints and theologians… 
We give thanks for ordinary folk  
who have been inspired to small acts of greatness by your holy word. 
We pray for all Bible mission agencies who seek to better lives,  
and those who work in translating, publishing and distributing the Scriptures.   
Bless their work.  May they be ever sensitive to the needs of those they seek to serve. 
May Your Word continue to live for us and in us.   
Open us to truth and light yet to break forth from your word. Amen 
 
MHB 857  
God has given us a book full of stories, 
Which was made for his people of old, 
It begins with the tale of a garden, 
And ends with a city of gold. 
 
But the best is the story of Jesus, 
Of the babe with the ox in the stall, 
Of the song that was sung by the angels, 
The most beautiful story of all. 
 
There are stories for parents and children, 
For the old who are ready to rest. 
But for all who can read them or listen, 
The story of Jesus is best. 
 
For it tells how he came fro the Father, 
His far-away children to call, 
To bring the lost sheep to their Shepherd, 
The most beautiful story of all. 
 
Words C. B. Juston 1870-1930;  
tune Maria Matilda Penstone, 1859-1910 
 
READINGS: (as set by Lectionary) 
 
REFLECTION: Different ways of reading the Bible 
 
WOV: 335 We limit not the truth of God 

OFFERING (tune 531 When we walk with the Lord)  

When we walk with the Lord in the light of God’s word glory is shed on our way. 
‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.’ 
We join with the psalmist and hymn-writer to venerate your Holy Word. 
We commit to walking in the light of your path. 
We ask your blessing on this tangible response. 
Our God desires goodness. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
WOV: 334 Break thou the bread of life 
 
SUNG AMEN 
 

Order of service prepared by Rosalie Sugrue 



IF THERE IS SPACE ON THE BACK PAGE OF SERVICE SHEET ADD THIS 
 
 
The Bible (in 70 words by RMS) 
 
God made, Adam played, Noah sailed, Abram prevailed, Isaac bound, ram found, Jacob fooled, 
Joseph ruled, bush burned, Moses churned, Egyptians bled, Hebrews fled, sea divided, Law 
guided, Promise landed, Tribes banded, Judges appointed, Kings anointed, Psalms sounded, 
Wisdom expounded, Prophets warned, Exiled mourned, Jesus came, healed lame, Truth talked, 
Disciples walked, Christ died - then revived, Spirit flamed, Love claimed, Apostles preached, 
Gentiles reached, World changed, God remained. 
 
How about stimulating the little grey cells by learning this off by heart? 


