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Beginning the Week of Prayer for World Peace 

      Worship Leader: Rosalie Sugrue 

Music:  

 

Greetings and notices 

 

Call to worship: (American Indian prayer) 

 

O Great spirit, we pray for your blessing 

We pray that you bring peace to all our brothers and sisters of this world 

Give us the wisdom to teach our children to love, to respect, and be kind to each 

other, 

So they may grow with in peace of mind. 

Amen 

 

WOV 377 - Spirit divine attend our prayers 

 

Prayer of Approach: (from the organisers of this year’s Peace Week) 

Lead us from death to life, 

from falsehood to truth. 

Lead us from despair to hope, 

from fear to trust. 

Lead us from hate to love, 

from wars to peace with justice. 

Let peace fill our hearts, our worlds, our universe. Amen 

Family Time: Ways of Praying 

 

Words from James Montgomery, 1818 

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 

Unuttered or expressed; 

The motion of a hidden fire 

That trembles in the breast. 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 

The falling of a tear 

The upward glancing of an eye, 

When none but God is near. 



O Thou by Whom we come to God, 

The Life, the Truth, the Way, 

The path of prayer Thyself hast trod: 

Lord, teach us how to pray. 

 

A Bedtime Prayer for Children 

Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 

Be with me through the dark of night, 

And when I wake to morning’s light. 

Be with all who love me dear 

May I to them, show the same care. 

 

WOV 105 - The great love of God … 

 

Readings: Joshua 17: 1-6; Luke 18:1-8 

 

WOV 667 - The love of God is broad … 

 

Reflection: The widow and the unjust judge - Rosalie Sugrue 

 

The Importunate Widow - Luke 18:1-8 (+ Joshua 17:1-6) 

 

‘An earthly story with a heavenly meaning’ is a Sunday School definition of what? (a 

parable) 

 

The thing is with SS definitions they may be helpful for children but they are not 

meant to last a life time. A Sunday School faith does not serve adults well. Matters of 

importance require in-depth answers for mature people. 

 

So here is an adult answer. The word Parable as used in Bible stories suggests the 

“setting alongside” of two things so one illustrates the other. The Latin word 

parabola, which comes from Greek parabolē, means "comparison". Forms of the 

word have been used in English since the 3rd century and can refer to maths but when 

referring to verbal comparisons parable literally means "allegory". The short stories 

we associate with Jesus use familiar objects to teach spiritual lessons. 

 

The Gospels record 40 parables ascribed to Jesus. One Gospel doesn’t contain any 

parables – which one? (John) Of the other 3 one records 9, another 21 and the other 

27. Each of the Synoptic Gospels contains parables unique to that book but 10 

parables appear more than once. Who do you think is likely to have recorded the most 

parables? Take a guess. Let’s have a show of hands for the Gospel with the most 

parables (Mt, Mk, Lk)?  



I had expected it to be Matthew as that’s where we find the Sermon on the Mount, 

with its 3 chapters of wise sayings, but when I did the count up Luke came out on top. 

 

All 40 parables have traditional names, the most obvious being the longest and best 

known, The Prodigal Son. In recent years this parable has been given other names 

such as The Lost Son or Two Lost Sons or the parable of the Loving Father. However 

Prodigal sticks and often dictionaries in their explanation of the word often mention 

the Lk 15 story as if the story is the defining definition. Incidentally the original 

meaning was ‘recklessly wasteful’ from the Latin prodigus meaning lavish.  

 

The parable we heard this morning has not done so well in retaining its traditional 

name. These days it usually called either the Persistent Widow or the Insistent Widow. 

Does anyone know the traditional name? (Importunate widow) Importunate was like 

Prodigal in that the only time it was commonly used was when referring to the 

parable, and thus the definition of the word took on the defining characteristic of the 

main character. ‘Importunate’ has a wonderfully important ring to it, don’t you think? 

It comes from the Latin importunus and though is said to mean persistent actually 

means inconvenient. The root word is portus as in port – a safe harbour or convenient 

place. 

 

I find such things interesting and I hope you do too because I’m now moving from 

word definitions to literary structures and appreciation. 

 

In Lectionary terms this is Year C - the year churches all over the western world focus 

on the Gospel of St Luke. Each of our gospels is quite unique in style and each writer 

is writing from a different place for a different audience. Scholars agree that the 

person who penned Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles. These are both large 

books when compared to the epistles and it is interesting to note that the person we 

call Luke is the major writer of the NT text. Luke shapes our theology far more than 

we realise.  

 

His writing style is considered elegant and well structured. He is considered ‘female 

friendly’ because he tells the nativity drawing on birth stories from a female view. He 

also mentions more women than any other gospel. Luke uses an interesting literary 

device called’ pairing’ - often recording a story or an incident concerning a male 

followed by a related incident that includes a woman. However, some feminist 

theologians warn that what Luke is not as inclusive as we may like to think. In most 

instances Luke is prescribing his view of the proper place for women - passive and 

patient. Take the ‘pairing’ incident of Anna and Simeon when they both recognise the 

Christ Child at the temple. Only Simeon is given speech. One theologian I read stated: 

‘The Gospel of Luke is an extremely dangerous text, perhaps the most dangerous in 

the Bible.’ She goes on to explain that because he includes a great deal of material 

about women that is not found anywhere else in the Bible he is presumed to be 



championing women when he is deftly and subtly putting them down, relegating them 

to silent listeners and hostess, whose role is to serve and provide for men.  And she 

provides many examples. Despite my personal feminist tendencies, I do feel that Jane 

Schaberg, professor of Religious studies and Women studies at, the University of 

Detroit has taken a too extreme stance, but it is something to be aware of.  

 

I read her exposition on Luke in the ‘Women’s Bible Commentary’ because I wanted 

to know her take on today’s parable, but conveniently, she ignores the Importunate 

Widow. Further research revealed no one seemed to have much of worth to say on the 

subject, so I can only offer my own interpretation.  

 

But first a little more about Luke’s writing. The Gospel of Luke has a definite literary 

structure of 9 parts. For the past 3 months we have been hearing readings from section 

5, the lengthy section that details the journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. It begins in 

Luke 9 when ‘Jesus sets his face towards Jerusalem’ and ends with the story of 

Zacchaeus in chp 19. I would like to share some new insights I’ve found regarding 

Zacchaeus but alas that reading is set for the last Sunday in October and I am stuck 

with the Inconvenient, Insistent, Importunate Widow. Perhaps there is more to this 

story than I thought!  

 

It is not a popular parable, readers and listeners feel uncomfortable with Jesus 

comparing God to an unjust judge. We don’t like it so we don’t dwell on it. But like 

all Bible passages we need to put it in context before attempting to say what it may 

mean for us. 

 

Jesus had Charisma that attracted crowds. He was an itinerant preacher who 

entertained with absurd stories that made people laugh such as camels going through 

needles, and memorable wise sayings such as the beatitudes. He also made mystical 

remarks, the odd harsh remark and a few statements that are so hard to make sense of 

we don’t even try. But in the main we are so familiar with his recorded words they 

have lost impact for us. We need to keep reminding ourselves that most of the 

parables Jesus told were provocative and designed to be unsettling. 

 

In the previous chapter Jesus is approaching Jerusalem. The popular sage has attracted 

a large following. He delivers some hard straight talk about the qualities expected of 

those who would follow him but sometimes he speaks in riddles. In the midst of his 

teaching he heals ten lepers and only one, a foreigner, returns to give thanks this. It is 

a parable in action. Jesus praises the ex-leper’s faith, a faith that was not the faith of 

his Jewish followers. It is something worth dwelling on in our time of religious 

frictions. 

 

The widow parable is set in the context of advice on prayer and presumably that is 

why it was selected for this week of Prayers for Peace. Jesus says this as the preface 



to the parable: You need to pray always and not lose heart. He knew that people 

did, do, and will, lose heart when prayers appear to go unheard. It even happened to 

him a week or so after telling this story. Here however, Jesus is saying: don’t give up; 

stay connected; God is with us even when it doesn’t feel like it. He also appears to be 

saying: God’s will is achieved by people; the unjust can be servers of justice; even 

bad people can be used by God to do good.  

 

In choosing a widow as the protagonist Jesus is drawing attention to the most needy 

sector of that community. A woman in a male dominated culture without father or 

husband to protect her was in dire predicament before social welfare. We don’t know 

if she had children to support or in what way she was deigned justice. What we do 

know is this widow had strength of character. She has been unjustly treated and she is 

determined to get justice.  

 

The widow parable relates to the historic story of Mahlah and sisters as told in the OT 

books of Number and Judges. Without father or brothers they also had no male 

protector or the right to inherit land and provide for themselves. This they saw us 

unjust and they went to Moses seeking justice. Moses being a God-fearing judge 

sought guidance through prayer and he got the right message. But the promise of 

justice was made before there was land to distribute. Later Mahlah and sisters had to 

restate their claim to Moses’ successor, Joshua. But there were 5 of them and they 

only had to face the authorities twice. It is much easier to present a petition as a 

delegation of like-minded people than to go it alone. But like the orphaned young 

women the widow dared shake off the oppression of her status. Despite presumed 

evidence to the contrary she also knew she was a person of worth. So boldly, and 

inconveniently, with dogged determination, she repeated her request day after day. In 

the context we can presume she was emboldened by prayer. 

 

Our Importunate Widow understood that prayer is not merely words and wordless 

contemplation. Prayer may require action, and when it does the message of this 

parable is, don’t give up. I can imagine the widow hearing God say, “You are in the 

right, keep persisting, I am supporting you. This judge says he fears nobody, not even 

me, but I can work with that.” 

 

The parable tells us that God is not an unjust judge God want justice for all the chosen 

ones. 

 

Oooh, that sounds a little uncomfortable to our inclusive ears!  Who are the chosen 

ones? The Jews - the Gentiles - the sinless? I think Jesus makes it clear that the 

chosen ones are those who choose to live showing respect and appreciation - those 

who even if they don’t claim to love God, show love to their neighbours.  

 

Regardless what happens to you remember the words of Jesus 



‘You need to pray always and not lose heart’ Amen. 

 

 

Offering: (A Muslim Prayer) 

‘No one of us is a believer until we desire for our sisters and brothers 

that which we desire for ourselves.’ 

These gifts we offer to make known your love, O God. 

May they be a sign of your care, and ours,  

for those who are part of your one human family. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayers: 

Concluding with... 

Excluded God,  

who even in birth  

found no room at the inn.  

Help us to include all those  

trapped in-between  

treated as strangers.  

ignored as other  

And recognise that by  

including them  

we are including You. Amen 

 

Followed by sung Lord’s Prayer 

 

AA 85 - Let justice flow down like a river … 

 

Benediction/Commission 

 

A Baha’i Blessing  

Allow no difference of opinion or diversity of thought, 

To separate you from your neighbour,  

or to be the cause of dispute, hatred, or strife in your heart. 

Rather search diligently for the truth and meet everyone as a friend. 

 

Sung Amen (As Bible is carried out open) 

 

Join hands and say the Grace to each other 


