
The healing of Naaman (2 Kings 5:1–14), re-told for children by Linda Cowan. 

 

Naaman was an army commander for the King of Aram.  He was a very successful soldier who had 

won some important victories for his master, the King, and he was also wealthy and important.  

However he has a problem – he suffered from leprosy.  Now leprosy is a very unpleasant disease.  

It’s a skin disease that attacks nerve endings…..  It won’t kill you but it will leave you disfigured and 

disabled.  It’s not the disease that a successful army commander would like being afflicted with at 

all. 

In Naaman’s household there was a young Jewish slave, a girl who worked for Naaman’s wife.  She 

was quite young, and while she didn’t have her freedom, her life in Naaman’s household was a good 

one.  When she heard that Naaman had leprosy, she talked to her mistress, Naaman’s wife.  “There 

is a prophet,” she said, “in Samaria.  He is a prophet of our God and he can cure leprosy.” 

Naaman’s wife told Naaman.  “What do you think?” she asked.  “Is it worth a try?” 

For Naaman to go into Israel meant going into foreign territory and was not a straight forward the 

leprosy continued to make inroads into his body, and he was scared of how this horrible illness 

would affect him.  So he went to the king. 

“You can go” said the king, “and I will send a letter with you to the king of Israel.”  So Naaman went 

taking, as well as the king’s letter, valuable gifts of gold, silver and clothing for the king of Israel.  The 

letter told the King of Israel, “I have sent my servant, Naaman to you so that you can cure him of his 

leprosy.”  The king of Israel was really scared when he read this letter.  “I can’t cure this man of his 

leprosy”, he said.  “Does he think I’m God?  I think he’s just trying to make an excuse to go to war 

against our country.”  In those days when people were feeling a bit desperate, they tore their 

clothes – so the king did just that. 

Elisha who was the prophet heard that this had happened and he sent a message to the king.  “Tell 

this army commander to come to me,” he said.  And so Naaman and all his servants got back into 

their chariots and onto their horses and went to Elisha’s house.  Now Elisha’s house was not a large 

one and Naaman wondered just where he had come to.  But worse was to happen.  Naaman was an 

important man and used to people showing him respect.  When he came to the house of the 

prophet, Elisha, he thought that Elisha would come out and pray to God and there would be a 

ceremony in which his illness was taken from him.  Instead Elisha didn’t even come to the door.  He 

sent a message to say, “Go and wash seven time in the Jordan river and you will be cleansed of your 

leprosy.”  Naaman thought this was really rude.  More than that, the River Jordan was just an 

ordinary river.  Animals drank from it, people washed their clothes in it, they used it to irrigate their 

crops.  And it was a foreign river.  If washing in a river was going to heal him, he could have done it 

at home.  Naaman was really angry.  He went back to his chariot and he was about to leave.  But 

then his servants came up to him and said, “Sir, if the prophet had asked you to do something hard, 

like ……., you would have done it.  Why not do this simple thing?”  And Naaman heard the truth of 

what they were saying so he swallowed his pride and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan River.  

When he came out of the water after the seventh time, all the telltale signs of leprosy had 



disappeared from his body. he was completely clean.  He checked – Yes, the white patches had 

gone, the numbness had disappeared from his fingers.  He was healed. 

And he said, “Now I know that there is no other God in all the earth but the God of Israel.” 

 

 

Who were the people who had let Naaman discover the one true God? 

 

 

Without the slave girl and the servants, it is likely that Naaman would have remained a leper.  

Instead his whole life was changed.  People who seem to be quite unimportant count in God’s plan.  

People who don’t seem to rank highly at all can make a difference – all the difference in the world.  

God can use you to make a difference too. 


