
The Daughters of Zelophehad 

(Numbers 26:33; 27:1-11; 36:1-13 and Joshua 17:3-6; also 1 Chronicles 7:15) 

 
 
Narrator:  There was a descendent of Joseph from the tribe of Manasseh who died while journeying 
the desert under the leadership of Moses.  Like all Israelites he held a steadfast hope of settling his 
family in the Promised Land.  This man was a widower.  His name was Zelophehad.  
He left five daughters:  (1) Mahlah, (2) Noah, (3) Hoglah, (4) Milcah, (5) Tirzah 

2)   You can’t be serious.  It’s blasphemy!  

3)   But it isn’t right, it simply isn’t right.  

2)   The law is sacred.   

1)   The Ten Commandments are sacred.  I don’t think all the other laws are.  

2)   Be careful Mahlah.  What if someone heard you say such a thing?  

1)   Think about it Noah.  The laws were made to protect us.  If the law can’t protect us the law is 
failing.  Our mother is dead.  Our father is dead.  We have no brothers.  We have no uncles.  
We are unmarried.  We have two little sisters and there is no one but us to care for them.  

2)   It wasn’t easy for our father raising five girls when our mother died.  He had to be a mother to 
us as well as a father. 

3)   But he taught us well - female skills and male skills.   

1)   He also taught us to think, to learn, to question.  Is it his fault he had no sons?  

2)   Of course not, it’s just how things turned out.  

1)   Perhaps Yahweh has a purpose for us.  

3)   For us to be a family of female beggars!  

1)   I think not.  

2)   How else can we survive?  

1)   How would orphan sons survive?  

2)   They would inherit their fathers land.  

1)   Our father would have received land.  We are his offspring.  We would work his land.  

3)   We would, but the law won’t let us.  

1)   What if we could get the law changed?  I’ve prayed about this and I believe we don’t need to 
suffer in silence.  We could take our case to Moses.  We can speak.  We should speak.  We 
can tell it how it is for us, and will be for others.  Moses is a man of God.  He will pray about it.  

2)   Who knows the ways of Yahweh?   

1)   Yahweh is a just God.  This is a justice issue.  



3)   You’re right Mahlah.  Let’s talk it over with the little ones.  It is important they understand.  
Milcah, Tirzah!  (the girls coming running) 

1)  Who are we? 

All)  We are the daughters of Zelophehad. 

1)  We are, and we are five proud daughters.  Who are we? 

All)    We are the daughters of Zelophehad and we are five proud daughters. 

2) We are proud daughters and capable daughters.  Who are we? 

All) We are the daughters of Zelophehad.  We are proud daughters and capable daughters. 

1)  We are going to go to Moses, and ask him if we can keep the land that is to be given to our 
father.  We will tell Moses that we care for sheep and goats and know to grow crops.  We 
must make Moses understand that girls are as worthy as sons.  

2)  How we behave is very important.  How can we make a good impression? 

3)   We will have to be very brave.  Can you be brave? 

4 & 5) We are brave.   

4)  We will wear our best clothes and be very polite. 

5)  We will be the Fearless Five. 

3) We will.  (Putting her arms around the 2 little ones and smiling at them)  Who are we? 

All) We are the Fearless Five. 

1) If we succeed, all daughters without brothers will have the right to own land.  We will be 
blessed and we will bring blessings to others.  Our story will be told and re-told.  Not only will 
the name of Zelophehad be remembered so will the names of his five daughters.   

Narrator:  After praying over the issue Moses granted Zelophehad’s land share to his daughters and 
inheritance rights for females in all families without male heirs.  

In the fullness of time this came to pass.  The Daughters of Zelophehad owned land and became 
famous.  The names Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah are detailed in the books of Numbers 
and Joshua.   

In fact they are the only female names to appear in the census recorded in Numbers, other than those 
of Miriam and Jochebed, the sister and mother of Moses.  We can conclude they are among the most 
important women in the Hebrew Scriptures.  

Share their story.  Be empowered by their example.  Speak out against injustice.  Your small personal 
effort could help enable lasting benefits for many. 
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