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Greetings everyone, 

We have just completed the services for 

the Season of Creation.  My personal 

challenge was to come up with a service 

for Wilderness/Desert Sunday on the day 

that the congregation had decided  they 

would hold their Spring Flower Service.!  

In actual fact, it could have been much 

worse—Isaiah 35: 1 came to the rescue: 

“The desert shall blossom as the crocus”.  

Both Joy and I are  involved in the plan-

ning for the International Rural 

Churches Conference which is to be held 

at Lincoln University in April 2018. We 

are expecting people to come from all 

round the globe, and hope that they will 

be joined by a good number of local peo-

ple.  Just this week we have heard of the 

possibility of a group of 16-25 year olds 

coming from Fiji which is really exciting, 

and a huge commitment on their part.   

We decided in this newsletter to concen-

trate on resources relating to the rural 

scene.  Inevitably many of them relate 

equally to the environment and so we 

are hoping that in this offering, there  

  

Lay Preachers and Lay Worship Leaders Newsletter 
September 2017 

will be something for everyone.    

We will try to have  another newsletter to 

you before Christmas!  

Thank you for your work week by week in 

leading worship.  We know you do a 

great job! 

 

God bless you all, 

Joy and Linda 

 

 

RESOURCES FOR RURAL MINISTRY 

The Arthur Rank Centre in UK has a lot of resources 
for rural churches.  This web address may help:  

http://www.ruralchurch.org.uk/worship-resources 
This resource is just for fun! 

 

CREATION RAP  

Other Churches, you may remember,  
Celebrate Harvest in October or September;   
But this is Hillfarrance branch, C of E,  
And we sometimes do things differently. 
 We offer with our firstfruits this creation rap 
(We’re musically challenged and our singing’s –
 not brilliant)  
 
A local alternative to verse 1.  
(Welcome to St Andrew’s Church  Harvest celebra
tion 
We’re very pleased to share with you the story of 
creation 
We know you might expect to have an anthem, not 
a rap. 

But we’re musically chal
lenged and our singing is 
…………not brilliant!!) 
 

(Continued over page) 

http://www.ruralchurch.org.uk/worship-resources
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We believe in God, the Maker  
Of Heaven, the sun and moon and the shaker  
Of stars like pepper across the skies;  
Who formed – dry land and the water that lies  
Around it, filled with fishes, and the bird that wings  
Through the air above it, and all growing things;  
Fruit trees and flowers, according to plan,  
And then, to tend them he created Man.   
 
Think about it; imagine in your heart;  
Picture the scene at the very start.   
 
Out of chaos the watery birth 
 In an empty Heaven of a lifeless Earth,  
But the Spirit soared while the torrents roared  
And God said, ‘Let there be light’ 
 And there was light!  
The very first day and night met above the flood,  
And God said, ‘Yes! ……That’s good!’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day Two; God said, ‘It’s not finished yet.  
With all that water it’s a bit too wet.   
Over the seas and lifted high  
We’ll make a dome of air and we’ll call it ‘Sky’.’ 
 There was a second day and a second night  
And God said, ‘Yes! ……..That’s right.’  
 
‘Still too damp,’ said God on day Three  
And he made dry land rise up 
out of the sea   
Green plants growing to the glory of God 
 With leaf and scented flower and seed 
and pod  
The third day passed and the third night 
fell 
 And God said, ‘Yes! ..... All’s well! 
 
On Day Four, God said, ‘Let us raise   
Lights in the sky to mark the days  
And nights and seasons and months and years.’  
So – the moon and the stars and the sun appears.  
The first sunrise and the first sunset  

And God said, ‘Yes! The best day yet!’  

The Fifth Day, God got up and said, ‘Today it is our will  

That fish swim in the seas and flying birds the heavens 

fill.’ 

So wrens and sparrows fluttered and albatrosses soared  

And cod and plaice and octopuses praised the Lord  

The sun rose early and it went down late  

And God said, ‘Yes! …….That’s great!’ 

 

 

The sixth Day dawned and God turned his hand  

To creating all the animals that live upon the land  

The rabbit and the elephant, the cat and kangaroo  

And lastly, in his im

age, he created me and you.  

The sun rose in the East 

and it sank into the West,  

And God said, ‘Yes! This has 

got to be the best!’ 

Day Seven God rested, to contemplate the worth  

Of all he’d made in Heaven and Earth.  

Let us with hand and heart and voice  

Praise God in whom our souls rejoice, 

 And with each rising and setting sun  

Say, Yes! Praise the Lord for all he’s done!’ 

 Amen, alleluia, alleluia, amen!  

 

© Margaret Gillard (2004), Hillfarrance, Somerset 
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An Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in God above us;  

making and sustaining life,  

sending sun and gentle rainfall  

blessing land and guiding us. 

 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus, with us as we labour,  

suffering for his hurt creation, 

 dying for us on the cross, 

 rising to bring life to us, 

 Saviour of the natural world. 

 

 We believe in God within us,  

Holy Spirit, breath of God.  

Bringing life to all creation  

Our companion and our guide.  

 

We believe in God around us  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

Lord of us and Lord of nature  

sharing blessing, peace and love. 

 Amen. 

https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/academics/
certificate-programs/rural-ministry/rural-ministry-

resources/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A BLESSING 
Let the majesty of the Father  

be the light by which you walk, 
the compassion of the Son 

be the love by which you walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 

be the power by which you walk. 
 

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com 
  

LITANY FOR CREATION 
Leader: Creator God, breathing your own life into our 
being 
You gave us the gift of life. 
You placed us on this earth with its minerals and wa
ters, 
Flowers and fruits, living creatures of grace and beau
ty. 
You gave us the care of the earth. 
Today you call us: Where are you; what have you 
done? 
Silent prayer for creation. 
Leader: We hide in utter shame, for we are naked. 
We violate the earth and plunder it. 
We refuse to share the earth’s resources. 
We seek to own what is not ours, but yours. 
People: Forgive us, Creator God, reconcile us to your 
creation. 
Leader: O God of love, you gave us the gift of peoples 
Of cultures, races and colours- 
To love, to care for, to share our lives with. 
Today you ask us: Where is your brother, your sister? 
Silent prayer for others. 
Leader: We hide ourselves in shame and fear. 
Poverty, hunger, hatred and war rule the earth. 
The refugees, the oppressed and the voiceless cry out 
to you. 
Forgive us, O God of Love, 
And reconcile us to yourself and to one another. 
People: Teach us, O Creator God of Love, 
That the earth and all its fullness is yours, 
The world and those who dwell in it. 
Call us yet again to safeguard the gift of life. Amen. 
Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess 
our sin and the sin of this world. Although Christ is 
among us as our peace, we are a people divided 
against ourselves as we cling to the values of a bro
ken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay 
waste the land and pollute the seas. The fears and 
jealousies we harbour set neighbour against neigh
bour and nation against nation. We abuse your good 
gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and rea
son, and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us 
free to serve you in the world as agents of your rec
onciling love in Jesus Christ                                  
From the Book of Common Worship (PCUSA) 

https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/academics/certificate-programs/rural-ministry/rural-ministry-resources/
https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/academics/certificate-programs/rural-ministry/rural-ministry-resources/
https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/academics/certificate-programs/rural-ministry/rural-ministry-resources/
http://www.faithandworship.com/blessings_and_benedictions.html#ixzz4uUap3TpD
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http://sacredise.com/ is a South African website 
aimed at meeting the needs of small churches.  It 
contains a wealth of material which is very well  

organised. This is an example:  
 

Counting The Cost 
How do we do what’s right, Jesus, 

when it costs us so much to follow you? 
when the good and the true and the beautiful 

cannot be purchased 
in a ‘buy-now-pay-later’ scheme 

as a quick-fix solution to our longing for life? 
 

How do we do what’s right when it takes so much 
time, 

and when the life it brings comes 
according to the timetable of eternity, 

not the stopwatch of our up-to-the-minute world? 
  

How do our leaders do what’s right, Jesus, 
for the weak and marginalised, 
for people beyond our borders, 

when the cost could be to forfeit their opportunity to 
lead? 

  
How do our corporations do what’s right, Jesus, 

for our suffering planet, 
for the rights and needs of the poor, 

when the cost could be to lose investors, 
and sacrifice the lives of their own workers? 

  
How do our protectors do what’s right, Jesus, 

for the broken and desperate, 
for our allies and enemies, 

when the cost could be to face the attacks 
of those they seek to defend? 

  
We need to learn how to do what’s right, Jesus, 

our world needs us to learn it; 
we need to count the cost of your call, 

and measure it against the abundant life you prom
ise. 

Help us, in our own small way, to be those who do 
the right thing, 

and in so doing, demonstrate the goodness 
that following you brings to all. 

  
Amen. 

Farming Communities: Prayers of Intercession  

For people who love the land and care for it well, mak

ing farming sustainable for future generations:  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For crop growers and livestock breeders, taking risks to 

grow food for a hungry world.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For rural and regional networks, sharing information to 

overcome loneliness and isolation for those on the land.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For strategists, planners, policy makers and advisors, 

offering new ways to grow food and care for the land in 

changing times.  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For seasonable weather, good growth and good yields, 

so that there may be abundant harvests to feed hungry 

people,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For safe work practices and healthy habits for all farm

ers, so that people and communities may flourish and 

be strong,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For health and happiness in the home life of all farmers, 

and for families to work together with love, respect and 

harmony,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For wise financial planning, land care and asset manage

ment, so that farmers may be confident about the fu

ture of their farms,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For good communication between country and city, so 

that we may understand each other's worlds and en

courage one another,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For strong and growing initiative and energy in country 

towns, so that farmers may share in life-giving commu

nities,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For those who despair in hard times, that they may be 

helped and supported by caring services and friends,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

For Christians who gather for worship, study and prayer, 

that their faith may create and sustain community,  

Lord, hear our prayer.  

© The Anglican Church of Australia  
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This was the leading article in Touchstone in April 2006.  It is equally relevant today. 

Rural churches cultivate new initiatives 
By Paul Titus 

 

Rural churches today are like electric fences. Whereas traditional seven-wire, post-and-batten fences are sturdy and sta

tionary, electric fences can be easily moved to change the shape of a paddock or open up fresh pasture. Rev Bill Bennett 

uses this metaphor in his recent book on rural ministry to help explain the changes rural churches are undergoing. Like 

electric fences, rural churches have to become flexible and adaptable as they face a rapidly changing social landscape. A 

retired Anglican priest, Bill was raised in a farming family in Dannevirke and served much of his ministry in rural Hawkes 

Bay. He says rural churches have always changed, as have the communities they are part of. But the pace and impact of 

change has jumped in recent decades. As a result, rural churches are going through an exciting period of experimentation. 

“After WWII rural churches began to change as the theological revolution gave us new insights about God, creation and 

community, and they filtered down to ordinary society. This continued with the ordination of women. More dramatic 

change began in the 1980s when the Labour government unleashed Rogernomics. As the agricultural subsidies were cut 

farmers faced the hard reality of the export market. The church provided communities with a lot of pastoral support to 

families and communities in stress. But the church also lost ground as land ownership was concentrated, rural communi

ties shrank and new lifestyles emerged. There was less money available to pay stipends for ministers.” 

In his book Bill outlines the way rural congregations have reacted. These include part-time ministry in which a minister 

either takes care of more than one congregation or does secular work in addition to church duties. Other solutions are to 

amalgamate neighbouring parishes, form a uniting congregation with other local denominations, or build a local shared 

ministry team of lay people who take responsibility for the tasks the ordained priest would normally do. 

At the same time Maori are developing their own theology and responses to changes in rural areas. “Though by nature 

country people are conservative when they have been thrust into the position they have been prepared to make changes. 

In part this is because rural people are very ecumenical. They don’t talk denominations,” Bill says. He cites the case of Pu

ketapu in Hawkes Bay where the community has maintained a church under Anglican auspices. Half the congregation is 

Roman Catholic and the others are Anglicans and Presbyterians. 

Rev Dr Robyn McPhail is minister at Kerikeri-Kaeo Union Parish in Northland. She too comes from a farming background 

and edits a newsletter for the National Ecumenical Rural Network. Robyn agrees rural people tend to be ecumenical. “In 

most parts of New Zealand churches in rural communities support each other. There is a lot of community cohesion so the 

ecumenical spirit is natural. People feel if they go to the pub together, why shouldn’t they go to church together?” Robyn 

says the church – both the building and the people – is often for the community, even those who don’t attend services. 

Communities can become quite upset if their church building is closed or sold. “The church building is a symbol and not a 

dead symbol. Even non-church people put energy into painting and maintaining it. It serves as a focus to their spiritual 

thoughts, even if they are not church-goers. People who work the land find it difficult to view life on a single level without 

spirituality. They care for the soil, experience the seasons, and work in the hills and the mountains. Psalm 121 is well ap

preciated by country people: I lift up my eyes to the hills from where will my help come? Farmers continually experience 

things beyond themselves, beyond their control. They may use different words but they easily make the connection to 

something that fits the word God.” 

Robyn says the fact that people continue to gather on a Sunday for worship is important because it shows the church, and 

therefore the community is still alive. Nevertheless congregations in rural areas are under stress and the viability of many 

is at risk. The central role churches play in rural communities gives a sense of how they can maintain themselves in future. 
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Bill and Robyn agree the way forward is for churches to focus on the community and not just the congregation. “We have 

to change our notion of viability,” Robyn says. “Often we think it is a question of finance but really the issue of people who 

have a sense of mission in the local community. It is not necessary to be big to carry out mission. A small group can do 

what it can do.” 

Bill says he is confident there is lots of dynamic energy in rural churches and rural communities. The concerns of rural 

communities are those at the top of the churches’ agenda – class and ethnic inequality, school closures, globalisation, the 

environment, and family life. 

“In developing a theology for the rural church it is important to consider the context. Rural ministry acknowledges peo

ple’s links to the land and the sea and their way of being community. 

“The task of the church is to redeem, transform, and heal the community. In the rural context the church helps the whole 

community in times of flood or other crises. Now the church has to find new ways to transform and heal people through 

its liturgical life and pastoral ministry. This means affirming and challenging the local community.” 

To do this will require an expanded role of lay people through team ministry. Church authorities will have to provide help 

and resources to train rural people in the theology of team ministry, affirm both lay and ordained ministry, and help con

gregations avoid becoming parochial. 

In turn, local congregations have to find ways to give people the skills they need for lay ministry, use new resources such 

as the Internet, find financial support, and reach out to the community. 

Bill Bennett’s book is called God of the Whenua: Rural Ministry in Aotearoa New Zealand. It is published by Philip Garside 

Publishing Ltd. 

Bill’s prayers and hymns remain relevant to the NZ rural scene .  Prayers can be found in “Listen to the Shepherd”.  

A Hymn:  Rockin’the Boat 

Rockin’ the boat, rockin’ the boat, 

Listen to the man who is rockin’ the boat, 

Rockin’ the boat, rockin’  the boat, 

Listen to the man who is rockin’ the boat.  

Kaimoana everywhere abound, 

Throw the net, heave the line, 

See the fish around. 

See the Master urging for a haul, 

Then the catch overwhelms. 

He’s the Lord of all.   Rockin’the boat……. 

Kaimoana everywhere abound, 
Where we work, where we play, 

That’s where they are found; 
Join the crew  

and climb up on aboard, 
Hear the call, pull the net,  

Fishing for the Lord.   Rockin’ the boat ….. 

Bill Bennett in Hope Is Our Song 
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Thanksgiving for Country Living  

By Joy Kingsbury-Aitken 

 

This poem celebrating rural life (as I remember it from my child-

hood) is intended to rollick along in joyful celebration.  Should you 

wish to use it in a service, you may need to edit out some stanzas 

to reduce it to a more useable length.  

 
We give thanks for the blessings of a country lifestyle 

For living close to the land and all it supplies. 

We give thanks for the soil from which grows the plants 

That provide food for our animals and food for us. 

We give thanks for lush grass that paints the land green 

For colourful flowers, and for bushes and shrubs, 

And even for weeds thriving where nothing else grows. 

 

We give thanks for the water that sustains our living 

For rain when it’s needed and for the sun after storms. 

For wells supplied by underground aquifers 

For springs gushing up and for fast flowing rivers 

called in the Bible the water that lives. 

We give thanks for irrigation canals  

and for the pumps and the pipes 

that let us water the land when it becomes parched. 

 

We give thanks for the trees that provide welcome shelter, 

from prevailing winds that are bitterly cold 

and for trees that give shade when the sun burns down 

when the winds are gusty and the air stifling hot. 

We give thanks for trees of beauty and grandeur  

and for trees in orchards that abundantly feed us 

with delicious sweet fruits and nourishing nuts. 

 

We give thanks for carrots and cabbages,  

potatoes and peas 

and all the other vegetables that grow in our gardens,  

both for our table and when intended for market. 

We give thanks for fields of gold ripening grain 

for oats and for barley and for wheat and for rye. 

We give thanks for all these wonderful grains 

Providing the ingredients of our daily bread. 

We give thanks for tractors  

and the ploughs towed behind them 

and for the mighty machines that harvest the grain. 

We give thanks for the machines that cut and bail hay 

and assist us store silage in pits in the ground, 

food for our herds during the winter to come. 

 

We give thanks for the animals we bred, raise and slaughter 

who provide us with milk, with meat and fine wool. 

We give thanks for the animals who daily assist us 

our dogs and our horses, and our rat catching cats. 

We give thanks for our chickens, for geese and for ducks 

and for the wild birds who feast upon insects 

and greet the dawn with their jubilant song. 

 

 
 

We give thanks for the birds that soar high above us 

effortlessly gliding on thermals of air. 

Falcons and hawks carefully surveying 

the land far below them in search of their prey. 

Spotting and swooping upon an unwary creature; 

one less rabbit we’ll now need to poison 

from among the millions that plague us today. 

 

We give thanks for the progression of seasons 

each with its challenges and its opportunities.  

Most of all we give thanks for the fellowship of those 

who accompany us through all our seasons of life.   

We give thanks for those who help one another  

get through the tough times of worry and stress. 

We give thanks for those who know how to celebrate  

when the going is good and there’s joy to be shared. 

 

We give thanks and seek blessings  

on all farmers and fencers, 

on shepherds and shearers and upon all shed-hands; 

on dairy workers and share-milkers, on pickers and packers,  

on truck drivers and stock agents and equipment suppliers; 

on mechanics and contractors, and rural road gangs, 

on country school teachers, and country church preachers 

and on all those who dwell in small rural towns. 

 

We give thanks and ask that all will be blessed  

whose life and whose livelihood depends on the land. 

Bless them with wisdom, grant to them fortitude, 

Bless them with strength and loving companionship.  

Be among them in the place where they live 

that they may be blessed with a knowledge of He 

who commissioned humanity to care for the earth. 



 

 The Climate is Changing  
By Joy Kingsbury-Aitken 

 

The first to experience the dire consequences of climate 

change upon their lives and their livelihoods are those who 

live in rural communities and engage in agriculture and 

horticulture.  This poem acknowledges the threat to our 

farmers, orchardists, and market gardeners, and is a call to 

action to everyone to contribute to solving the problem we 

are increasingly facing.   
 

The climate is changing  

and we’re beginning to suffer; 

In dry places draughts  

are now lasting much longer, 

Grass isn’t growing and rivers aren’t flowing, 

Top soil becomes dust and is blowing away, 

Land is destocked and we all pray for rain. 

 

The climate is changing  

and we’re beginning to suffer; 

In wet places rain is falling more often, 

Fields turn to mud and the rivers run high, 

Saturated hillsides start slipping away, 

Land is destocked  

and all pray for fine weather. 

 

The climate is changing  

and we’re beginning to suffer; 

Temperate climates now have tropical pests, 

With no natural predators to keep them in check 

They’re destroying our crops and damaging trees. 

In our war with the bugs  

we all pray for success. 

 

The climate is changing  

and we’re beginning to suffer; 

With summers now hotter  

and winters much harsher 

our seasonal rhythms need changing too. 

Old ways of doing things  

could lead to disaster. 

In our struggle to adapt we all need to pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The climate is changing  

and we’re beginning to suffer; 

The time is now to make a positive impact. 

We can’t put off reducing  

our own contribution 

of greenhouse gases  

with their hot house effect. 

We are personally responsible  

and must pray for insight. 

 

The climate is changing  

and we’re beginning to suffer; 

But the earth is forgiving  

when we choose to change. 

Let us reforest its surface, clean up its rivers, 

reduce our reliance on fuels that pollute. 

In our quest to survive  

we must pray and repent. 

 

The climate is changing  

and we must change also, 

or face the consequences of our selfish ways. 

To rule over earth’s living things  

and resources 

Means to care and protect,  

not exploit and destroy. 

The climate is changing, and we need to pray.   
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Prayer of Intercession  

for the Victims of Climate Change 

by Joy Kingsbury-Aitken  

Merciful, life giving God, we pray on behalf of 

The people who look up at blue skies  

and long for storm clouds 

Who look down at parched ground  

and long for well-watered fields, 

Who view dry, shrivelled plants  

and live in fear of famine. 

We pray for life restoring rain  

in draught stricken places. 

 

Merciful, life giving Lord, we pray on behalf of 

The people who look up at storm clouds  

and long for blue skies 

Who look aghast at mudslides and long for stable 

land 

Who view the flood waters rising  

and live in fear of drowning 

We pray for sunshine  

and dry land in flood prone places. 

 

Merciful, life giving Spirit, we pray on behalf of  

The people who look up at billowing smoky clouds  

and long for clear skies 

Who hear the crackle of the encroaching fire  

and long for silence 

Who view the red of the flames  

and fear being consumed by them. 

We pray for the protection of life and property  

where wild fires roar. 

 

Merciful, life giving God, we pray on behalf of 

The people who hear the howl of the wind  

and long for the whisper of a gentle breeze 

Who fear the energy of the hurricane 

and the destructive power of the tornado. 

We pray for the protection of people  

sheltering from the tempest’s fury. 

 

 

 

Merciful, life giving Lord, we pray on behalf of 

The people who suffer the most from climate 

change 

The people whose lives, lands, homes and liveli

hoods 

are at the mercy of the violent forces of nature. 

So many of these people are the world’s poorest, 

Living in draught prone, flood prone,  

cyclone prone places. 

We pray for your protection of people  

impacted by climate change. 

 

Merciful, life giving Spirit, we pray on behalf of  

all people everywhere. 

May each of us do all in our power,  

be that only a little or be that much 

To reverse the damage we each have done 

to the world that you have made. 

Help us to start living in harmony 

With nature and with one another 

Help us to cease actions that destroy 

that we may cease being destroyed.   

This we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   

 

 


