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JUN 13, 2020 
9:30AM – 12:30PM 

(Subject to Covid-19 Alert Level) 

READING THE BIBLE 
AS WATERS RISE: 
Ecological Interpretation of Scripture 

In a renowned article published in 1967, Lynn White Jr. 

compellingly argued that Christianity is “the most anthropocentric 

religion the world has ever seen” and “bears a huge burden of guilt 

for the kind of behaviour in the world that has been so ecologically 

disastrous.”  The ecological crisis, he argued, is a religious crisis.  

But he did not stop there.  “Since the roots of our trouble are so 

largely religious”, he went on, “the remedy must also be essentially 

religious, whether we call it that or not.”  Taking White’s argument 

as a starting point, this session will outline a process for reading 

the Bible in the context of global ecological degradation.  We will 

ask how the ancient biblical texts fare from an ecological 

perspective and will explore the role these texts might play in 

shaping contemporary narratives concerning the relationship 

between God, Earth and human beings. 
 

Dr Emily Colgan is Senior Lecturer in Biblical Studies at Trinity Theological 

College in Aotearoa New Zealand. Her research focuses on the relationship between 

the Bible and contemporary social imaginaries, asking about the degree to which 

the ideologies contained within biblical texts continue to inform communities in the 

present. Emily is particularly interested in ecological representations in the Bible, 

as well as depictions of gender and violence. 

Led by  

Dr Emily Colgan 
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An Ecumenical 

Workshop open 

to all 

──── 

Suggested Koha 

$10 

──── 

Please Bring a 

Plate 

──── 

Come and be part 

of this Creative 

Exploration. 

 

VENUE 

St Johns College 

210 St Johns Rd 

St Johns, Auckland 

RSVP 

Linda Hall 09 521 5360 

lindajeanhall00@gmail.com 

by June 5, 2020 
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